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1.  What was the problem explored or the question asked by the article? What was the author 

trying to accomplish?  This should identify the overall issue under consideration - what were their 

goals?  Are they exploring something?  Explaining?  Trying to convince you?  What is the issue? 

 

Low physical activity levels lead to health risks including coronary disease, stroke, hypertension, 

etc.  The article states that shared use of school facilities as a community park may help alleviate 

this problem by adding to the recreational options, especially in underserved communities. 

Public schools are present in all communities, most have physical activity facilities, and shared 

use is a policy recommendation by the AHA among other health related parties and agencies. 

Despite being “on the radar” of many important plans and recommendations related to 

bettering the health of Americans, there are challenges to implementing shared use that include 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=24134355


increased cost, liability, communication between parties interested in implementing it, and 

space allocation, and a lack of policy recommendations and tools available to decision-makers at 

various governmental levels to facilitate and encourage expanding shared use of school spaces 

to increase PA.  

This article identifies the benefits and challenges and provides policies that support shared use. 

It also highlights areas where further studies are necessary.  

 

 

2.  What points does the author use to prove their thesis or accomplish their goal? 

You should provide a “walk through” of the article or paper.  What are all the key points?  I should 

understand not only the content of the paper, but the order in which it is presented, and how the 

points relate to one another. 

 

 1.  The authors provide a comprehensive definition of Shared Use, summarized below:  

 

Public schools sharing their facilities with the community (individuals or entities) during non–

school hours. It may occur through an informal arrangement or a formal written contract 

between a school district and another entity. The contract defines the rights and responsibilities 

of the parties on issues such as cost, liability, maintenance, and staffing.   

 

2. With an understanding of is shared use, the authors discuss access to space and 

explain the sense in tapping into school facilities to provide more just access to all.  



Inequality of access: Many rural, non-White, lower-income communities often do 

not have the same density of community recreational facilities as higher income 

neighborhoods 

Prospect of Access: The great availability of public schools and their 

indoor/outdoor recreational facilities (ball fields, courts, gymnasiums, playgrounds, 

etc.) makes them a great target for public health advocates.  

Results: Several studies found that opening school grounds to the community 

results in increased PA in the community.  One study in Louisiana saw PA go up 

84% after a schoolyard was made available to them with supervision. 

Benefit to schools: they become a valuable community asset which in turn generates goodwill 

needed to support tax revenue and other fund-raising. Besides this, many studies point to the 

fact that higher PA can lead to better physical and mental health on the community and 

therefore lead to better academic performance.  

 

3.  Despite all the benefits, the authors acknowledge there are challenges that need to be 

addressed to make this viable. Some are: 

• Costs associated with prolonged use of facilities (staff, repairs, utilities) 

• School space not always adequate 

• Protection from liability 

• Decision making and lack of dialogue between agencies 

 

3.  Based on findings, author make policy recommendations for shared use.  Some of the 

more significant: 

 



• Commission studies through state workgroups to assess barriers and 

determine solutions 

 

• Encourage school districts to provide community recreational use of school 

property and require school board policy to address shared use. 

 

• In 2010, Vermont commissioned a report which identified liability concerns 

as a barrier to shared use: provide liability protection for schools for 

recreational use of properties and require proof of insurance for groups 

using school property. 

 

• Schools can use Land and Water Conservation Fund State and Local 

Assistance funds to acquire, develop, and share public outdoor recreation 

facilities (For schools to be eligible for Land and Water Conservation Fund 

funding, states must include recreational use of school property as a 

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan priority) 

 

4.  Conclusion: 

The benefits include increasing opportunities for physical activity, garnering 
community goodwill, and supporting the academic mission of the schools.  
Challenges include funding, communication, decision-making authority, adequacy 
of facilities, and liability concerns.  
Solutions: States, local governments can develop supportive policies to minimize 
the challenges 
 
3.  Was the article convincing?  Why? Consider the style of the writing, the format, the way the 

argument was structured, not just the content itself.  Was there obvious biased?  Did you agree 



with them before and this just reiterated your position?  Etc., etc. What was left out?  Why?  It isn’t 

possible to present a paper from all points of view and still have it be coherent and succinct.  

Identify one or more alternate points of view which would be appropriate but were neglected (e.g.  

The community’s, the designer’s, the public’s, children’s, the stakeholder’s, the religious 

community, the environmentalist community, a Marxist, democratic, republican, gay, men’s, 

women’s, environmental, ecological, long term, business, financial, municipal, governmental, non-

Western, non-White, etc., etc. Did this make the article convincing?   

 

Yes, it was.  Shared use makes sense, as stated by them, the challenges were easy to understand, 

too.  The solutions proposed are mostly related to state and local government policy 

modification, some intended to increase access to funding, other to protect from liability.  It all 

makes sense.  

 

6.  Why is this issue important in landscape architecture? 

If it isn’t important, say so.  If it is, state how and why.  Consider this: there is a reason why (a) it 

was written, (b) it was published, and c) I chose it as a reading for the course.  Try and figure out 

why... 

Very important.  As stewards of the environment, we must always be looking for sustainable 

ways to tap on the benefits that it can provide to the communities we work on.  It is our social 

responsibility.  

 


